
Hold on to your slippers, Dorothy Ð 
there's a lion, tigers, bears and so much 
more, only two hours away

By CHERYL RODEWIG
cheryl.rodewig@thebayonet.com

The ark has been found, and it's in Locust Grove, Ga.
Noah's Ark, a 250-acre nature preserve less than 

an hour south of Atlanta, is home to a wide range of 
exotic, domestic and livestock animals. It may be the only 
place in Georgia where you'll • nd circus tigers, tame bears, a 
two-legged goat, boa constrictors and a lion that sometimes 
acts like a house cat.

And it's free to visit.
Walk along the 40-acre trail and see animals in an 

environment much more natural than the zoo. Some creatures, 
like the peacocks, deer, ducks, llamas, pigs and rabbits are 
wandering free, immersing visitors in a wildlife experience 
unlike any other.

But that's not the ark's claim to fame. € e real treat in visiting 
the animal rehabilitation center is the opportunity to see a bear, 
lion and tiger together. € at's right Ð in the same enclosure, 
acting just like family and completely unaware their ancestors 
come from di• erent continents.

Nicknamed the BLT, this bear, lion and tiger were rescued 
during a drug raid in Atlanta. Kept as unconventional pets by 
drug kingpins, they came to the center as cubs nine years ago 
and have lived there since. 

Although the three together is certainly a sight to see, the 
sounds of Noah's Ark are equally amazing. Hear the wail of 
a siamang gibbon ape and the purr of a 2-year-old American 
black bear.

While it's wild, the environment is also soothing. In fact, it's a 
stress reliever for wounded warriors who visit the site.
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Animals on 
board:

Alligators
Baboon
Bears
Binturongs
Bison
Capuchins
Cats
Chickens
Coatimundi
Cockatiels
Cougars
Cows
Deer
Dogs
Ducks
Emu
Geckos
Geese
Gibbon
Goats
Guineas
Horses
Iguanas
Lemurs
Leopard
Lion
Lizard
Llamas
Macaws
Macaques
Marmosets
Ostriches
Parrots
Peacocks
Pigs
Rabbits
Rheas
Scorpions
Sheep
Skink
Snakes
Spidertails
Tarantulas
Tigers
Tortoises
Turkeys
Wolf
Zebra
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A 2-year-old American black bear named Hershey ªpurrsº as he licks his foot 
while eyeing visitors to his habitat. The bear licked both feet while purring 
and rocking back and forth. He is no longer a baby but actually a ªteenager,º 
said Diane Smith, assistant to the director for Noah's Ark.
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Noah's Ark has habitats for several primates, 
including monkeys like marmosets and 
macaques and apes like gibbons.

It's not only its animal diversity that 
makes Noah's Ark more than just a 
zoo.

Besides providing a place for 
animal rehabilitation, the site houses 
a long-term children's care facility. 
Named for its role in providing shelter 
for unwanted or abused animals and 
children, the ark was born out of a 
4-year-old's dream to provide a home 
for the defenceless. Founder !ama 
Hedgecoth realized that dream in part 
in 1"#8, with the establishment of the 
rehabilitation center, and fully in 1""$, 
with the licensing of the care home.

For the children, the opportunity 

to nurture small or injured animals is 
o% en therapeutic, bringing healing not 
just to the animal but also to the child.

Committed to keeping the animal 
habitats free and open to the public, 
the sta•  at Noah's Ark nevertheless 
depend on donations. Every year, the 
center turns away several children 
and animals because they don't have 
su‚  cient funds.

€ e center also provides other 
services to the community, such as 
educational • eld trips and a veterinary 
clinic that o• ers spay and neutering.

For more information, call ##0-"5#-
0888.

A mission of caring

Upcoming:
A Night at the Ark,
the third annual gala 
fundraiser
6 p.m. Oct. 9
at Noah's Ark,
712 LG Grif® n Road,
Locust Grove, Ga.
$50 for adults
$25 for 12 and younger
Call for family rates.

· Dinner
· Flashlight safari
· Bon® re
· Hayrides
· Kids activities
· Silent auction
· Animal encounters

Reserve your spot by Oct. 1.
Call 770-975-0888.
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DWAINE SCOTT, NBC NEWS

Is that a love bite?
Even though Baloo appears to be biting the 
ear of Shere Khan, the two are merely playing. 
These three animals, including Leo the lion, 
were raised together and act as brothers.
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www.MILITARYCONTACTS.net
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from D1Noah's Ark
Jenna Hughes, family readiness support assistant for 

the Warrior Transition Battalion, said the unit's Soldiers 
visit the center annually for some rest and relaxation. 
• eir next outing is Sept. 30.

ªIt's a peaceful day for the Soldiers to get out,º she 
said. ªNoah's Ark is an excellent place for a wonderful 
family experience. While there, you will experience 
peace and tranquility while communing with sta‚ , 
nature and animals. • e insight Noah's Ark provides is 
a learning experience of what nature and family o‚ ers 
... is to appreciate things most precious to you Ð like 
family and the beauty of your surroundings.º

• e nature preserve is open to the public from noon 
to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. It takes about an 
hour to tour the entire site, including the alligator pond, 
turtles and reptiles in and near the welcome center.

For more information, visit the website at www.
noahs-ark.org or call 770-957-0888.

Upcoming:

Noah's Ark 
Adventure Safari,
an overnight camp
7 p.m. Oct. 22
to 11 a.m. Oct. 23
at Noah's Ark,
712 LG Grif® n Road,
Locust Grove, Ga.
$100 tax deductible 
donation per camper
Children must be 
accompanied by an adult
Discount for groups of 5 
or more
· Flashlight safari
· Bon® re with weiner 
roasts and marshmallows
· Wagon rides
· Campout
· Feeding the animals
· Continental breakfast

Reserve your spot:
theroar@noahs-ark.org

Grace, a 
miniature 

horse, follows 
Evidence, a 

rescued zebra 
living at Noah's 

Ark. Found 
alongside 

Interstate 75 
more than two 

years ago, 
Evidence was 
badly injured 

when he 
came to the 

rehabilitation 
center as a 

2-month-old. 
He had been 

hit by a car and 
had a shattered 

urethra, 
crushed 

pelvis, cuts 
and missing 

teeth. Donors 
and volunteers 
helped pay for 

the zebra's 
surgery 

and against 
the odds, 

he healed. 
Evidence is 
one of the 

most popular 
animals at 

Noah's Ark.

Peacocks stroll among the llamas fence-free at Noah's Ark.
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